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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN RECOGNITION OF THE COUNCIL
ON AMERICAN-ISLAMIC RELA-
TIONS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in order to recognize the achievements
of Cleveland’s Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR) Chapter on the occasion of
their sixth annual banquet. For the past 6
years, CAIR has played an instrumental role in
bridging the divides between Greater Cleve-
land’s diverse communities.

The Council on American-Islamic Relations
is a nation wide nonprofit organization whose
mission is to “enhance the understanding of
Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil lib-
erties, empower American Muslims and build
coalitions that promote justice and mutual un-
derstanding”. The CAIR staff of Ohio has
worked tirelessly to ensure that this vision be-
comes a reality and | thank every member of
the organization for their commitment to im-
proving the lives of the citizens of the Cleve-
land area.

Together with the organizers of CAIR'’s sixth
annual banquet, titled “Let the Conversation
Begin,” | also stand in recognition of the dis-
tinguished speakers; Dr. Christopher Pyle of
Mt. Holyoke College and Imam Johari Abdul
Malik of the Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Center. Dr.
Christopher Pyle is currently a Professor of
Politics at Mt. Holyoke College and an award
winning investigative journalist, scholar, teach-
er and historian. Imam Johari Abdul Malik is
the head of Muslim Chaplains in Higher Edu-
cation, Government Relations Chair for the
Muslim Alliance in North America and Presi-
dent of the Muslim Society of Washington, Inc.
| commend their efforts and work in speaking
out on important issues and promoting social
justice.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in recognizing the Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations for their truly outstanding
achievements. The work of CAIR is vital in an
ever changing, diversifying and growing com-
munity. May their efforts to promote dialogue
and create a more inclusive world endure for
years to come.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING MAR-
JORIE SELLERS ON HER 75TH
YEAR OF TEACHING DANCE

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Marjorie Sellers has been teach-
ing dance for 75 years with enthusiasm and
joy; and

Whereas, this milestone is the result of
dedication and love which began in 1924; and

Whereas, an occasion such as this illus-
trates that hard work and commitment truly
represents an honest path to success as evi-
denced by Marjorie’s receipt of several major
dance awards including the 1998 Member of
the Year for Dance Masters America; and

Whereas, Majorie’s love of dance has fos-
tered the education and careers of thousands
of students, some of which have shared their
talents as professional dancers under her
guidance; and

Whereas, we wish Majorie many more years
of joy in sharing her talents and love with us;
therefore, be it

Resolved, That along with her friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, | congratulate Majorie Sellers,
for her dedication to teaching dance for 75
years.

————

CALL UNITED STATES TO ASSIST
WITH THE HAITIAN FOOD CRISIS

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to bring to the attention of this Congress a
matter of utmost importance—the current civil
unrest in Haiti over rising food prices, and the
inability of ordinary Haitians to afford to feed
themselves and their families. Haiti is an im-
poverished nation and this current crisis will
only push Haiti further into despair.

| am urging our great Nation to provide
emergency food aid to Haiti. Food costs have
risen on average 40 percent over last year's
cost. The cost of staples such as rice, beans,
fruit and milk has increased by 50 percent.
The majority of Haitians live on approximately
$2 a day. These extraordinary circumstances
have caused wide spread rioting throughout
Haiti and have even resulted in death. People
should not have to die in pursuit of food to
feed their families.

As a donor nation, the United States should
have answered the World Food Program’s
(WFP) call for donor support earlier. The WFP
appeal is for $96 million, and only 13 percent
of the request has been provided. Our great
Nation should be embarrassed for allowing our
Caribbean neighbor to suffer this fate. | want
to urge this Congress and the President to
quickly answer the call of the WFP and pro-
vide critical food assistance to Haiti in its time
of great need.

————

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FOR
SECURE ELECTIONS ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS-JONES
OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 15, 2008

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of the Emergency Assistance

for Secure Elections Act because | believe it
is essential that we ensure every American’s
basic right to vote and to have that vote count-
ed.

Currently, 15 states still use paperless vot-
ing machines which have been proven to be
unreliable and vulnerable to hacking. In the
past two election cycles, voting machines
have malfunctioned and votes have been lost
forever. Computer scientists across the coun-
try have shown how easy it is to hack these
voting systems.

This bill will address these problems by pro-
viding the states with financial backing from
the Federal Government in order to convert
from electronic voting systems to paper ballot
voting systems in time for the November 2008
elections. The bill also provides emergency
paper ballots if the jurisdiction uses a direct
recording electronic voting system which hap-
pens to fail.

Today, 9 percent of the U.S. population
records their votes electronically. These num-
bers vary greatly from State to State. Twelve
percent of Ohio votes are recorded electroni-
cally; 80 percent of Kentucky voters use elec-
tronic ballots. Without an adequate confirma-
tion method. mechanical deficiencies could
have a drastic impact on close elections. This
problem must not go unnoticed, and must be
addressed.

Considering the tremendous election dis-
crepancies that we have seen take place in
this country in 2000 and 2004, we know that
we are still dealing with a flawed system. | be-
lieve that the passage of this legislation is
paramount to ensuring that people throughout
this country are not disenfranchised when they
attempt to exercise their right to vote.

The right to vote is a right every citizen of
this country deserves. As Members of Con-
gress, we all have an obligation to make sure
all of our constituents’ votes are counted
through the most fair and accurate means
available. The right to vote should not be re-
served for just some of our constituents, but
for all of our constituents. It is for this reason
that | introduced the Count Every Vote Act of
2007 which seeks to provide an all-encom-
passing solution to a broad range of voting
irregularities that occurred during the 2004
presidential election. It is for the same reason
that | urge my colleagues to support the pas-
sage of H.R. 5036, the Emergency Assistance
for Secure Elections Act of 2008.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2008

Mr. LoBIONDO. Madam Speaker, | was not
present in the House chamber for votes on
April 14, 2008, as well as for part of the day
on April 15, 2008, as | was visiting American
servicemen and women in Afghanistan. If |
were present for votes on these days. | would
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